
present:
&

SYNC
Audiobooks 

for Teens
2023

© Copyright 2023, OverDrive, Inc.



Our speakers

Michele
Cobb

Francisca
Goldsmith

Lisa
Braun

Courtney
Chieffo

© Copyright 2023, OverDrive, Inc.



Have you 
participated in 
the SYNC 
program before?

❑ Yes

❑ No



What is SYNC?
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SYNC is…
• Two free audiobooks per week.

• Thematically paired selections.

• Starts April 27.

• Sponsored by AudioFile, powered by OverDrive.
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Who can 
participate?
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Participants can 
include…

• Designed for teens.

• Open to anyone age 13+ worldwide.

• Great for: Required reading

Reading for pleasure

Students

Summer reading programs

Public libraries patrons

Book clubs

Individual use.
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How are titles chosen?
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Titles are 
chosen by…

• SYNC audiobook titles are given away in 
thematic pairs.

• Example pairings include narrators, voiced 
performances, and content.
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How do I
sign up?
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To sign up… • Visit audiobooksync.com.

• Register (if this is your first time, you 
need to register).

• Get alerts by text, email, or both.

• Use an email address you’ll be keeping – you’ll 
need it to access your SYNC collection in the 
future.

• Download Sora, the student reading app.
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Demonstration
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Using Sora 
just for SYNC
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Using Sora 
just for SYNC

Download Sora

Next to “Have a setup code?” select continue

Enter audiobooksync; select continue

Enter your email, select sign in

soraapp.com
or download the app
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https://soraapp.com/welcome


Using Sora for 
school and 

SYNC
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Using Sora 
for school 
and SYNC

Select add library

Search audiobooksync

Select the matching library

Enter your email that you used to sign up 
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I participated 
in SYNC 
last year
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I participated 
in SYNC 
last year

Select add library

Search audiobooksync

Select the matching library

Enter your email that you used to sign up 

or select from the Sora main menu
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How do I 
promote SYNC?
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To promote 
SYNC

• Visit the SYNC toolkit & use it to introduce SYNC.

• Get “title alerts”.

• Use QR codes.

• Download Sora before April 27.
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Book preview
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Book preview
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How do I get 
teens interested 
in audiobooks?
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To get teens 
interested in 
audiobooks…

• Lean into lowered threshold for listening.

• Model pronunciation, pacing, and rhythms.

• Expand listeners’ working vocabulary.

• Provide enriched engagement.

• Demonstrate listening to unfamiliar phrases in 
other languages or in dialect.
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To get teens 
interested in 
audiobooks…

• Create opportunities to engage in active listening 
and practice auditory focus.

• Provide alternative for readers who struggle with 
visual literacy.

• Provide strong readers with opportunities to 
build critical skills.

• Offer teens privacy regarding their reading 
choices and interests.
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How do I keep 
teens interested 
after SYNC?
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To keep teens 
interested 

after SYNC…

• Include sample clips from audiobook versions 
when talking titles with classes.

• Invite teen audiobook fans to share their 
enthusiasm in book discussion groups.

• Encourage teen readers to diversify their 
reading diets.

• Connect with the theater arts department.

• Use AudioFile to discover audiobook 
recommendations and reviews.

• Follow Audiofile and SYNC on social media.
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Need an 
OverDrive 
Collection?

• Libraries and schools can provide a free, 
extensive, in-demand audiobooks collection to 
teen patrons and students 24/7.

• Contact OverDrive for more information.
• Industry leading ease of use
• Compatible with every major device
• Over 2 million audiobooks and ebooks
• On-staff librarians to help build your 

collection
• Free training and marketing materials
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Audiobooks, Literacy, & Learning

• Audiobooks for Youth: A Practical Guide to Sound Literature by Mary Burkey

• Listening to Learn by Lizette D. Hannegan and Sharon Grover 

• Audio Publishers Association: Sound Learning 

• Books on Tape: Audiobooks and Literacy Toolbox 

• Heard Any Good Books Lately? The Case for Audiobooks in the Secondary Classroom by 

Barbara H. Baskin and Karen Harris 

• The Literacy Benefits of Listening 
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https://www.overdrive.com/media/1387921/audiobooks-for-youth
https://www.overdrive.com/media/679913/listening-to-learn
https://www.audiopub.org/sound-learning
https://www.booksontape.com/listening-library/audiobooks-literacy/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40033253
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/developing-reading-skills/literacy-benefits-listening.html


Resources

• Learn more about the SYNC program: Audiobooksync.com 

• View 54,000+ audiobooks reviews and awards: Audiofilemagazine.com

• Find libraries near you that offer free digital audiobooks year-round: overdrive.com

• Build a digital collection for your library or  school: company.overdrive.com

• Questions about SYNC or AudioFile: Email sync@audiofilemagazine.com

• Questions about Sora: Email training@overdrive.com
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Audiobooks don’t 
count as reading. ❑ True

❑ False

❑ I’m still not sure –
convince me



Chat
What kind of remote programming have you done/have you been doing with the SYNC program?
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• We present to our English classes about the AudioBook Sync program.

• We promote SYNC with Sora Sweet Reads and try to get students signed up for both before 
they leave for the summer.

• I post the list of titles on the library's Google Classroom, then post weekly updates.

• Presented to my ELA teachers so they can use in their classrooms.  Also brought in all my 
7th graders and trained them all on how to use Sora.

• My book club wanted to do a summer book club, so we're doing an in-person SYNC 
audiobook club in partnership with the public library. We also invited all the high schools in 
our district to participate.

• If students can show they have added the Audiobook SYNC library on their SORA app, we 
let them spin a prize wheel to win a prize. We promote it as our Summer Sendoff.



Thank you!

Core value 5

&

© Copyright 2023, OverDrive, Inc.


	Webinar
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46


