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It was pleasant to wake up in Florence, to open the eyes
upon a bright bare room, with a floor of red tiles which
look clean though they are not; with a painted ceiling
CH APTER 1 whereon pink griffins and blue amorini sport in a forest
of yellow violins and bassoons. It was pleasant, too, to
fling wide the windows, pinching the fingers in
unfamiliar fastenings, to lean out into sunshine with
% beautiful hills and trees and marble churches opposite,
and close below, the Amo, gurgling against the
Elsie could just barely hear the toll of Big embankment of the road.
Over the river men were at work with spades and

Ben in the distance. Four o'clock. A decent
: . sieves on the sandy foreshore, and on the river was a
enough time for breaking the law. 2 : :
' S & boat, also diligently employed for some mysterious end.
But when the law wasn’t fit, was it really a . . . ‘
’ An electric tram came rushing underneath the window.

M salr 11?2 . s 2 > 2
bad thing to break it: No one was inside it, except one tourist; but its platforms
Slipping around a corner, Elsic pulled the were overflowing with Italians, who preferred to stand.
letter from her pocket. Although London was Children tried to hang on behind, and the conductor,
> o . . with no malice, spat in their faces to make them let go.
only an hour’s ride by omnibus or carriage _ : : 5 k
4 : Then soldiers appeared ~ good-looking, undersized men
from her home in Brookley, she was not z -
’ - wearing cach a knapsack covered with mangy fur, and
familiar with this particular neighborhood. a great-coat which had been cut for some larger soldier.
Beside them walked officers, looking foolish and fierce,

and before them went little boys, turning somersaults in
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CHAPTER 1.
Loomings

1
N

all me Ishmacl, Some years ago==never
mind how long precisely—having hinle
of o money in my purse, and nothing
patticular 1o intercst me on shore, |
thought | would sail about a binde and
sce the watery part of the world, It is 2 way | have of
drving off the spleen and regulating the circulation,
Whenever | find nwself growing gam about the mouth;
whenever it is a damp, drzzly November in my soul;
whenever [ find myself involuntarily pausing before coffin
warchouses, and banging up the rear of every funceal |
mect; and especially whenever my hypos get such an
upper hand of me, that it requires a strong moral principle
to prevent me from deliberately stepping into the steect,
and methodically knocking people’s bats off—then, |

account it high time to get to sea as soon as | can, This is
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